
 

 

Annual Scouting Report 2018-19 

Census 31st January 2019: 

Beavers - 46 

Cubs -  46 

Scouts -  44 

Explorers - 16 

A total of 152 children and young people from age 6 to 18 benefited from Scouting at the 89th every week 

during 2018-19. This is what our Sections have been up to during the year: 

Beavers 

 

Rusty Wright – Assistant Beaver Leader: 2018 was a typically busy year for Toronto and Vancouver Beavers 

as we covered many activity badges, including the Space badge, Science badge, Disability awareness badge, 

and Safety in the home, Craft badge, and Science badge. and of course the children were encourage to 

complete activity badges for activities that they do away from Beavers, such as hobbies, collectors, sports, 

and animal friend. 

Stage badges - We encouraged them to do some of the staged activities such as Swimming, Musician etc. 

Outside activities - included night hikes and nature walks, and a woodland quiz. 



Onsite activities - included tent erection, fire lighting, cooking over the fire, erecting bivouacs, and practicing 

various knots. We also had games outside whenever the weather permitted, 

Indoors activities - we had visits from a children’s yoga instructor, and an insect expert. 

Particular highlights of the year were the annual Katacanoeing in July and the sleepover in October with 

Circus skills as the theme and a visit from instructors from a circus group teaching them various circus skills. 

There was a fantastic response from parents to our appeal for helpers and assistants and we recently held a 

very successful induction evening for 15 of them. 

Cubs 

Julian Rae – Lion Cub Pack Leader: There was a major hike by Lion Cubs from Mapledurham to The Warren 

Caversham which started in daylight and ended with a full moon. 

 

The Cubs also enjoyed an Urban Hike following clues around Caversham with hidden gold coins to collect 

and took part in the Remembrance service parade through Caversham 

 



Visited a Sikh Temple 

 

A very special meeting involved Home Help in which the Cubs made tea, folded clothes, did some ironing, 

changed light bulbs and duvet covers and peeled vegetables. 

 

 



The Cubs have also cooked a lot of food including some amazing muffins! 

 

 
Scouts 

 

Luke Dixon – Founder Scout Troop Leader: This past year Founder and Knight Troops have worked on a 

number of badges and tried a range of activities. From tinkering with cars to earn their Mechanics badge to 

presenting to the rest of the Troop to earn their Hobbies badge. We’ve also been down the famous 89th 

chalk mine, participated in JOTI, slid down tubes at the local ski centre, and managed to fit in plenty of 

cooking, fire building, climbing and hikes. We took a group of scouts to Blow Your Socks Off summer camp as 

well as holding our own weekend camp at Earleywood. We’re looking forward to another great year of 

Scouting ahead!  Here are some of our favourite pictures from the year: 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Explorers 

Natalie McCabe – Penguins Explorer Unit Leader: Our 2 World Jamboree Participates are in the final stages 

to prepare for their journey at the end of July. 

We've had an Explorer head to South Africa for 2 weeks, trekking to many small villages and helping to build 

schools and wells for disadvantaged children.  We have worked towards our Naturalist badge by successfully 

building a Hedgehog house and housing a Hedgehog over winter and we have had a Bird of Prey handling 

evening where we learnt about how they survive in the wild and how we can help. Many have achieved their 

Emergency Aid badge and are very close to our Pioneer Badge. 

With many volunteering as Young Leaders in the younger sections and/or doing their Duke of Edinburgh 

Awards (ranging from Bronze to Gold) and with the help of our Explorer program, by the end of term we will 

have achieved 2 Chief Scout’s Platinum and 5 Chief Scout’s Diamond Awards. 

Waiting List 

Joy Blount – Group Administrator: We currently have 94 children on the waiting list, aged 6 years and under, 

hoping for places in Beavers once they reach the magical age of 6 years old. The youngest on the list is just 

six months old! 

We also have 10 children between 9 and 10 years old on the list that we were unable to offer Beaver or Cub 

places to, however, we will hopefully be able to offer Scout places to 6 of the young people in September 

and the other 6 in January or Easter 2020. 

On average, I receive two enquires a week, we are accepting children of five years and under, so sadly I am 

still turning away six year olds and the other groups in the area are in a similar situation.  Unfortunately, a lot 

of parents only become aware of the Scouting Movement once their children’s friends start at Beavers and 

they hear about how much fun they are having! 

Although we have a busy waiting list, providing that we have the leaders and can keep two Beaver Colonies 

and two Cub Packs running, I am hopeful that all the children on our list will be offered Beaver places and in 

turn move up to Cubs. 

Goodbyes and Hellos 

Sadly at the end of last year John Potter decided that after 36 years it was time to retire as Panther Pack Cub 

Leader, during the year Colin Blount has stood down as Group Scout Leader, and Joy Blount who manages 

our waiting list is standing down at the end of this term.  We have and will miss them all but we have been 

fortunate that a number of our existing Leaders have taken on new roles and a number of new Assistants 

and Helpers have joined our Leadership teams but as always we need more.  

Thanks 

Finally I would like to thank all of the Leaders, Assistants, Helpers and Young Leaders who volunteer their 

time for free and who work tirelessly to provide high quality Scouting to over 150 children and young people 

every week at the 89th.  Many of them double up working across multiple Sections and 2 of our Scout 

Leaders – Georgina Howell and Brad Burrell – are working through the summer holidays too:  They are going 

as Leaders to the World Scout Jamboree in America. 

 

Robin Kent 

Group Chair, 89th Reading (Milestone Wood) Scout Group 


